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Blood-Pressure. From the Clinical Standpoint.
By Francis Ashley Faught, M.D., Illus-
trated. Philadelphia and London: W. B.
Saunders Company. 1913.

This book aims to present in convenient form
a synopsis of recent experimental and clinical
studies on blood-pressure, in relation not only
to cardio-vaseular and renal diseases, but also
to other conditions. After an introductory
sketch of the history of sphygmomanometry, the
early chapters are devoted to a discussion of the
circulation and its physiologic relation to blood-
pressure, and to a description of methods and
technic of estimation. Various pathologic con-
ditions are then considered, and the importance
of blood-pressure observations in their diagno-
sis, prognosis and treatment is emphasized.
Particularly pertinent is the chapter on blood-
pressure in obstetric practice. The volume
should prove of value to practitioners in apply-
ing the principles of sphygmomanometry and in
the interpretation and intelligent, effective use
of its results.

The Psychology of Insanity. By Bernard Hart,
M.D. (Lond.), Lecturer in Psychiatry, Uni-
versity College Hospital Medical School;
Medical Superintendent, Northumberland
Home Asylum. Cambridge: the University
Press; New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons.
1912.

In this small volume of but 176 pages, being
one of the Cambridge Manuals of Science and
Literature, Dr. Hart has presented in most read-
able form the recent views regarding the genesis
of the neuroses and psychoses. As a writer, he
has the rare faculty of clear exposition and con-
ciseness,—qualities peculiarly desirable in dis-
cussing the somewhat abstruse psychological
theories underlying disturbances of the mind.
Among the many books of greater pretence, this
stands pre-eminent as a lucid exposition of mod-
ern doctrine as applied to psychiatry. Dr. Hart
is clearly a believer in the psychological ap-
proach to psychiatric problems, and lays com-
paratively little stress upon the somatic side of
the discussion. In this also he has rendered a
service which should be generally acknowledged.
Whatever the ultimate outcome of the discus-
sion may be, the time is ripe for a psychological
exposition on the basis of the newer theories.
This has been most admirably accomplished inthe volume before us. An idea of the scope of
the book may best be obtained through the chap-

ter headings, which are as follows : The history
of insanity, the psychological conception of in-
sanity, the phenomena of insanity, dissociation,
complexes, conflict, repression, manifestation of
repressed complexes, projection, the irrationality
of the lunatic, phantasy, the significance of con-
flict. We most strongly commend this book to
all classes of readers, both within and without
the medical profession.

The Blood of the Fathers. By G. Frank Lyd-
ston. Chicago: The Riverton Press. 1912.

The advent of eugenics, whatever scientific
good it may do, has unfortuantely afforded the
writers of so-called problem plays, novels, and
other sensational compositions, a brand-new set
of terms, motives and material, upon which they
have seized with avidity, and which they have
already begun to retail to the always gaping
public. ' ' The Blood of the Fathers, ' ' a four-act
prose drama by a physician, is a study in heredi-
tary criminology, imitating the style and meth-
ods of Mr. George Bernard Shaw, but without
redeeming Shavian genius. The plot is similar
to that of Ibsen's ' 'Ghosts, " in so far as it deals
with the effects of inherited degeneracy.
"The story is, briefly, of a young physician

who marries the wrong sort of wife, the adopteddaughter of a wealthy couple. Before the mar-
riage day it is revealed to the physician that his
fiancee is the daughter of a murderous house-
breaker and of a suicidal "dope" fiend, and the
granddaughter of a drunkard and of a variety
actress who 'ran away with a nigger minstrel.'
Despite the physician's knowledge of his
fiancee's probable inheritance, he does not avoid
the marriage.
' ' The transmitted taint of degeneracy appearsin the young wife in the form of theft, politely

disguised as kleptomania. The husband tries to
shoot the detective, who informs him of what he
himself has known to be highly probable, and
the kleptomaniac drinks the laboratory supplyof potassium cyanide and dies off stage."
Apart from the intrinsic unlikelihood, not to

say impossibility, of such a plot, the atmosphere
of unreality is still further thickened by the
often inelegantly epigrammatic conversation of
the supposedly cultivated dramatis personne.-
The physician in the play, Dr. Gilbert Allyn, is
doubtless a fool, and, like most fools, follows his
natural bent ; but of course he steps entirely out
of character when he shoots the detective. The
mere fact that his wife was a degenerate klep-
tomaniac does not logically make him a homi-
cide.
"The Blood of the Fathers" is one of the

horrid train of misconceived forms which in our
generation self-styled followers of art drag into
her retinue and cause to masquerade in her liv-
ery. It should be as much a social misdemeanor| to do this, as for a man to don woman's clothes
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in public. The business of science is to investi-
gate everything, the ugly as well as the good,
and to make the exposition of its research dis-
passionately by its own legitimate methods. It
is not its business to usurp the methods and
forms of art for the sake of giving its work sen-
sational notoriety. Such usurpation is quite
from the purpose in hand, for it fails to carry
conviction. Moreover, it brings wanton dis-
credit on art, whose concern is properly with the
beautiful and the ideal, and which should deal
with evil only to transmute and glorify it into
goodness.

Diseases of Women. By Thomas George Ste-
vens, M.D., B.S. (Lond.); F.R.C.S. (Eng.);
M.R.C.P. (Lond.); Obst. Sur., with Charge
of Out-patients, St. Mary's Hospital, Padding-
ton; Surgeon (Gynecological), The Hospital
for Women, Soho Square; Physician to In-
Patients, Queen Charlotte Lying-in Hospital;
Examiner to the Central Midwives' Board.
With 202 illustrations, pp. xiii-431. Pub-
lished for the University of London Press,
Limited, by Hodder and Stoughton and Henry
Frowde. London: University of London
Press. 1912.

This small book has many excellent features.
It is the result of ten years of teaching gyne-
cology to students and fulfils the expectation of
a brief, concise, clear statement. There are but
few students to whom, at the beginning of their
work, the encyclopedic text-book is the most
helpful, and it is the great majority to whom
this work will appeal. In the preface the au-
thor says that "Gynecology must be presented
on a sound pathological basis ' ' ; the statement of
a principle not as generally recognized as its
axiomatic character would indicate.
The order of the chapters suggests the compro-

mise between the pathological and the anatom-
ico-clinical classifications which the author
deemed expedient and might be changed to ad-
vantage in future editions. There appear first
chapters on diagnosis, and pain in diseases of
women; then on anatomy, as observed in the
adult, and in development, normal and abnor-
mal. The discussions of menstruation and its
anomalies follow. Infections, pathological ef-
fects of parturition and displacements are
grouped in separate chapters, as are disturb-
ances of the sexual functions and anomalies of
pregnancy. The chapter on the urinary system
is intentionally incomplete and the student is
referred to works on general surgery, a point of
view not generally held by gynecologists. The
general conditions associated with pelvic disease
deserves careful attention from the student, and
the chapters on preparation for operation and
technic, after-treatment of operations and post-
operative complications finish the text.

The index is inadequate, but the illustrations
are appropriate and well selected. The tendency
to condense has occasionally been carried too
far; for example, "The carunculae myrtiformes
are developed as a result of childbirth, and do
not form after coition alone," is the succinct
treatment of this unimportant topic. But a

definition of the condition would have doubled
the value of that sentence to the student.
The chapter on new growths of the genera-

tive system including cysts, the chapter just pre-
ceding the discussion of operations and technic,
is the longest and hardest chapter to write and
is not very satisfactory. The subject requires an
insight into pathology which is not manifest,
and some of the statements are at variance with
generally accepted conclusions. For example :

"The results of operation for vulval carcinoma
are comparatively good." (p. 290.) "Glandular
invasion occurs very late" in squamous epithe-
lioma of the cervix (p. 334). "There is no evi-
dence that glandular infection is more likely to
occur in this type of growth (adeno-carcinoma of
the cervix) than in squamous epithelioma"
(p. 336). Of hilum cysts he says (p. 366) :
"These cysts rarely attain a large size because
the papillomatous growths have the power of
perforating the cyst wall and thus rupturing it ;
when this occurs the papillomata grow luxu-
riously out of all proportion to the original size
of the cyst." This cyst, from which "the papil-
lomata grow luxuriously," he classifies as a dis-
tention cyst and not as a true new-growth.
In spite of numerous other slight errors which

might be cited, and which are perhaps especially
likely to occur in a first edition, the book has
much merit. The following quotation is a char-
acteristic sample of most of the text and leaves
little to be desired on account of its fitness in
just such a book as this is meant to be (p. 7) :
' ' The sound is an instrument the use of which is
becoming more and more restricted. Formerly
no gynecological examination was thought com-
plete unless the sound was passed into the
uterus. It has three great disadvantages, and on
their account is a most dangerous instrument : it
may be passed into a pregnant uterus if the his-
tory does not clearly point to pregnancy, abor-
tion resulting; it may introduce septic material
into the uterus, setting up endometritis and pos-
sibly salpingitis ; and finally it may perforate a
softened uterus when scarcely any force is used.
Practically it amounts to this, that the informa-
tion to be gained by the passage of the sound is
the length and direction of the uterine canal,
the character of its walls, and occasionally the
presence of a tumor projecting into its cavity.
Now the length of the whole uterus should be
estimated by the fingers; the direction of the
canal is of no practical importance, but the di-
rection of the body (if displaced) can be discov-
ered by the fingers. The character of the lining
is best found out by curettage, and the presence
of a tumor can be discovered bimanually. "
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